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Davos-Klosters, Switzerland, 31 January 2009 – During the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2009 in Davos-
Klosters, the Deworm the World (DtW) Task Force announced the expansion of deworming programmes in Kenya, 
Guyana, India and 12 other countries through the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP). Deworm the World is 
an initiative of the Forum of Young Global Leaders (YGLs). 
 
Since the YGLs launched DtW in 2007, the task force has made a significant impact in promoting deworming around 
the world. In the words of Michael Kremer, Gates Professor of Developing Societies, Department of Economics, 
Harvard University, USA, a YGL and founding member of the task force: “The community of YGLs has focused their 
effort on this initiative because mass treatment of school children for parasitic worms, at a cost of less than 50 cents 
per child per year, is the most cost effective way to increase school participation of any approach rigorously tested.” 
The YGLs recognized that they could make a unique impact and meaningful difference by tackling this issue, and are 
increasing access to education by supporting, coordinating and advocating the expansion of school-based deworming 
programmes.  
 
This week, President Bharrat Jagdeo of Guyana, also a YGL, announced his commitment to roll out deworming across 
Guyana and treat all school-age children in the country in 2009. Prime Minister Raila Amolo Odinga of Kenya 
announced the scale-up of sustained deworming programmes through a national school health programme to treat 3 
million children in the most at-risk areas of the country in 2009. Josette Sheeran, Executive Director of the United 
Nations World Food Programme (WFP), Rome, announced a partnership with DtW to increase coverage to treat an 
additional 2 million children in 12 more countries in 2009 under WFP-assisted school feeding programmes. Vikram 
Akula, Founder and Chairman, SKS Microfinance, India, also a YGL, committed to using his company’s distribution 
network to treat 1 million school-age children through a pilot deworming programme that will launch this year. 
 
Deworming is a challenge that plays to YGL strengths. The issue is global – spanning virtually every developing 
country – as is the YGL network. Kristin J. Forbes, Professor of Economics, Sloan School of Management, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA, a YGL and founding member of the task force, said of the progress made 
since launching this initiative: “Our experience with Deworm the World shows the amazing power, energy and 
synergies of the YGL network. YGLs from all sectors – including microfinance, media, fundraising, academia, NGOs 
and the private sector – have all made contributions of some kind to show that the community as a whole is much more 
powerful than the sum of its parts.” 
 
YGL Alejandro Ramirez, Chief Executive Officer, Cinepolis, Mexico, another founding member of the task force, has 
produced a short film that is a call to action against parasitic worms. Directed by award-winning Eugenio Polgovsky, the 
film will premiere at the Deworm the World event in Davos on Friday 30 January. 
 
The YGLs have raised the profile of this important issue and continue to work to expand deworming programmes 
across the globe. Many additional programmes are ready to launch as soon as funding for activities such as shipping 
and training are identified, potentially increasing worldwide coverage from 10% to 30% over three years.  
 
For more information on the Deworm the World Task Force, please contact Kristin Forbes at +1 617 510 5423 or 
kjforbes@mit.edu; or Michael Kremer at +1 617 905 9099 or mkremer@fas.harvard.edu.  

 
About Deworm the World 
At the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2007, the Education Task Force of the Young Global Leaders launched Deworm the World 
(DtW) to improve access to education through supporting, coordinating and advocating for school-based deworming programmes. DtW 
leverages the networks and talents of YGLs to promote the mass scale-up of deworming and works directly with governments and 
implementers to develop large-scale, cost-effective deworming strategies. 
  
About the Forum of Young Global Leaders 
Established in 2004 by Professor Klaus Schwab, The Forum of Young Global Leaders (www.younggloballeaders.org) is a unique, 
multistakeholder community of the world’s most extraordinary young leaders who dedicate a part of their time to jointly address global 
challenges and who are committed to devote part of their knowledge and energy to collectively work towards a better future. Together they 
engage in the 2030 Initiative, a comprehensive endeavour to understand current and future trends, risks and opportunities both at global and 
regional levels, formulate a positive vision for the world in 2030 and put forward concrete strategies and task forces to translate their vision 
into action. 
 
The World Economic Forum is an independent international organization committed to improving the state of the world by engaging leaders 
in partnerships to shape global, regional and industry agendas. Incorporated as a foundation in 1971 and based in Geneva, Switzerland, the 
World Economic Forum is impartial and not-for-profit; it is tied to no political, partisan or national interests (http://www.weforum.org). 

 

Deworm the World, an initiative of the Forum of Young Global Leaders, announces the expansion of deworming 
programmes in 15 countries in 2009 through the commitments of the following leaders: 
• President Bharrat Jagdeo of Guyana 
• Prime Minister Raila Amolo Odinga of Kenya 
• Executive Director Josette Sheeran of the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), Rome 
• Founder and Chairman Vikram Akula of SKS Microfinance, India


